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(post-AIA) 35 U.S.C. § 101 — Inventions 
patentable  

Whoever invents or discovers any new and 
useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful 
improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title.



Sildenafil citrate 
Claim 1 of 
U.S. patent no. 
5,250,534













(post-AIA) 35 U.S.C. § 112 — Specification  

(a) In General.— The specification shall contain a written 
description of the invention, and of the manner and process 
of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact 
terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and 
use the same, and shall set forth the best mode contemplated 
by the inventor or joint inventor of carrying out the invention. 

(b) Conclusion.— The specification shall conclude with one or 
more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor 
regards as the invention. 
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U.S. Patent  
No. 6,771,381 
→ Filing date: 

Nov. 12, 1999 
→ “Distributed 

computer 
architecture and 
process for virtual 
copying” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



U.S. Patent  
No. 7,477,410 
→ Filing date: 

June 24, 2004 
→ “Distributed 

computer 
architecture and 
process for virtual 
copying” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U.S. Patent  
No. 7,986,426 
→ Filing date: 

Dec. 4, 2008 
→ “Distributed 

computer 
architecture and 
process for 
document 
management”  
 
 
 
 
 



U.S. Patent  
No. 7,986,426 
→ Filing date: 

Dec. 4, 2008 
→ “Distributed 

computer 
architecture and 
process for 
document 
management”  
 
 
 
 
 

U.S. Patent  
No. 7,986,426 
→ Filing date: 

Dec. 4, 2008 
→ “Distributed 

computer 
architecture and 
process for 
document 
management”  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→ What are our goals in drafting 
claims? 

• Broadest possible claims 

• But also valid claims 

• Claims covering a variety of 
configurations of the invention

→ Your invention: 
a blue cotton 
shirt with  
two pockets



Clothing made 
of cotton cloth

…containing at 
least two sleeves

…and 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…
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→ The point: You 
need to spend 
a lot of time 
brainstorming 
the different 
implications of 
your invention 
and the 
different ways 
to express it.Cl
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1. Clothing made 
of cotton cloth

2. …containing 
at least two sleeves

3. …and  
pockets

…

→ Prior art: 
pants made of 
cotton? 

→ Accused 
product: 
cotton shirt with 
sleeves but no 
pockets?

→ How do you craft a set of claims?



→ How do you craft a set of claims? 

→ One way: 
• Start with the specific embodiment of 

the invention 

• Expand from there 

• What are the general principles or 
critical features or elements?

specific 
embodiment  
/ “species”



conceptual invention / “genus”

→ Claim-drafting exercise!


