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Claim drafting and the many kinds of patent claims one might want to have are
broad and complicated topics; there are whole courses on them. This is just a
high-level overview.
A basic independent claim has three parts: a preamble, a transition, and a body.
For example, consider the following (hypothetical) claim:
1. A portable communications device comprising:
an outer, substantially waterproof frame;
an LCD display mounted within the frame;
a wireless antenna mounted within the frame; and
a processor mounted within the frame, capable of sending and
receiving communications through the wireless antenna and
displaying those communications on the LCD display.
In this example, “a portable communications device” is the preamble, setting
forth the kind of thing the claim covers. “Comprising” is the transition. There
are other transition words you will sometimes see, but “comprising” is the most
common and means the invention must contain all the listed elements. And
then everything after “comprising” is the body of the claim, setting forth the
elements or pieces that make up the claimed invention.
This is an independent claim, meaning it stands on its own without reference
to other claims; there are also dependent claims that build on earlier claims.
For example:
2. The portable communications device of claim 1, further comprising:
a storage device configured to store the communications sent
through the wireless antenna.
3. The portable communications device of claim 1, in which the LCD
display is touch-sensitive and configured to receive input.
These claims have all been product claims, or apparatus claims, which means
the claim describes a physical object of some kind. There are also method or
process claims, where the claim describes a process for doing something—a set
of steps instead of pieces. Think a claim describing a cookie, versus a claim
describing a recipe for making the cookie.



All of the principles about dependent and independent claims and the pieces of
a claim apply equally to these method or process claims. For instance:
1. A method of determining a user’s spatial position on earth
comprising:
communicating with a medium-earth orbit constellation of
satellites;
fixing the position of at least four satellites of known position; and
calculating the user’s position algebraically with reference to said
four satellites.
2. The method of determining spatial position as recited in claim 1,
further comprising:
programming an electronic device to automatically perform spatial
calculations based upon the user’s position relative to the satellites.
3. The means of determining spatial position as recited in claims 1 or
2, further comprising:
communicating with said satellites at electromagnetic frequencies
between 1000 and 1600 Mhz.
Finally, the last major piece of claim basics you need to know is a means-plusfunction claim, or, more precisely, a means-plus-function claim element or
limitation. These claims contain at least one limitation (patent-speak for one of
the pieces required by a claim) that is phrased not in terms of structure, but in
terms of the function that structure is meant to accomplish. For example:
4. A portable communications device comprising:
an outer, substantially waterproof frame;
an LCD display mounted within the frame;
a wireless antenna mounted within the frame;
means for receiving input from a user; and
a processor mounted within the frame, capable of sending and
receiving communications through the wireless antenna and
displaying those communications on the LCD display.
Here, “means for receiving input from a user” is the means-plus-function
limitation: it doesn’t say what receives the input, just that something must do
so. As we will see later in the course, these claim limitations are allowed but are
construed fairly narrowly.



